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Nursing in a Global Community 
NRS 325-1 3 Credits 

Summer 1 May-July, 2017 
Doane University, Lincoln 

 
Course Description: 
This course introduces students to a global perspective of health care issues and how 
those issues transcend national borders, class, race, ethnicity, and culture. An overview 
of strategies that promote the health of nations will be discussed, from health threats 
and public health issues specific to regions of the world to chronic disease prevention 
and management in nations worldwide. Students will develop a deeper understanding of 
cultural differences and an enhanced awareness of global inequities in health care 
delivery. Upon completion of this course, students will be familiar with the activities of 
major international health care organizations, both publically and privately funded, 
governmental and non-governmental, and understand the impact of those activities on 
global health and wellness. 

 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

Define the key concepts of global health. 

Compare and contrast countries healthcare systems. 

Describe global inequities and inequalities of health and healthcare delivery. 

Identify health threats that impact healthcare systems, healthcare delivery, nations and 
professional practice. 

Explain the impact of culture, diversity and changing demographics to global healthcare 
systems and health. 

Explore global health strategies that improve health and wellness across borders. 

Class Meeting Times:  
Wednesday: 6:00-10:00 p.m. 

Dates:  **Note first class date: June 7. June 14, 21, 28, July 5, July 12. Last class: July 
19th.  

Adjunct Faculty: 
Kay Kiechel-White R.N. B.A. M.A.A. (kay.kiechelwhite@doane.edu) 

Resources: 

Websites, articles, videos, newspapers for class, class assignments 

Syllabus, rubrics, website resource list, Cornell Note Taking 
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Course Format: 

This course will be conducted using the following methods: 

Ø Read and review syllabus weekly, come prepared for each class, complete 
assignments as outlined in the syllabus. 

Ø Explore, analyze and evaluate websites, articles, videos and newspapers during 
class and for written assignments 

Ø Use Cornell Note Taking Method for each assignment, reference for class 
discussions. 

Ø Interactive group discussions to engage in meaningful dialogue with students and 
educator. 

Ø Reflective written paragraphs or bullet points to answer questions for each 
assignment. 

Ø Reflection and application final paper, due last class: July 19th, 2017. The final 
paper is approximately 4-5 pages (minimum) using basic APA format.  

Purpose: 
 

v Develop an understanding of global health 
v Broaden understanding of global health organizations and healthcare delivery. 
v Enhance critical thinking, analysis, communication and writing skills. 
v Understand global health and the relationship to you, your professional practice 

and where you work, live and play. 
v Evaluate how you think, act and believe. 

 
Written weekly assignments: 

• Paragraphs or bullet points answering assignment questions 
• Options for assignments: Send written assignment electronically: 

kay.kiechelwhite@doane.edu or hand in a paper copy at class time. 
• Bring a copy of your assignment and Cornell Notes to refer to during class 

discussions. 
• Your notes and written paragraphs will be the foundation for your final paper. 

 
Reflection and Application Paper: 

• Due: July 19th, 2017 
• Basic APA format 
• Paper is 4-5 pages, does not include cover and reference documents. 
• Informal reflection paper, the paper concerns your ideas, critical thinking, 

analysis and evaluation.  
• Guiding questions for the document will be outlined. 

 



3 
 

 
 
 
Assessment and Class Policies 

Students will be able to obtain 200 points as follows:  
    100 points: Class preparation, participation and written assignment paragraphs    
    100 points: Paper, reference documents in APA 
Your grade is based on the total number of points achieved during the course. The 
grade is based on total points and then dividing by 200. Example: If you received 
95/100 points for the class preparation and 90/100 points for the reflection and 
application paper you would add 95 + 90 which equals 185 divided by 200: 92.5, 
rounded to 93 which is an A. 
 
Grading Scale 
97-100 %     = A+ 
   93-96 %       = A 
   89-92 %       = B+ 
   85-88 %       = B 
   81–84 %       = C+ 
   76–80 %       = C 
   70-76 %       = D 
   Below 70%   = F 
 
Students will be excused if email, phone call or text message is received prior to class. 
If no message it will be unexcused. Assignments must be emailed or left at the Doane 
College front desk the day of class or as arrangements made with the educator.   

Doane College Academic Integrity Policy: 

The Doane College Academic Integrity Policy will be adhered to in this class. All 
projects and tests will represent your own work. Any use of others’ ideas and words 
without proper citation of sources is plagiarism and will result in penalties to be 
determined by the instructor and/or the dean of undergraduate studies.  

Assignment instructions:  

Website exploration, analysis and evaluation criteria: 

o Review website home page 
o Click on each tab to review what information and content is presented. 
o Use the Search Box to clarify information or answer a question you have. 
o Take brief notes of key concepts; use to answer questions from assignments. 

(Use Cornell Note Taking) 
o Focus exploration of website information in relationship to global health care, 

course specifics and course objectives. (Use Cornell Note Taking) 
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o Analyze website information and determine ideas, interventions and/or 
application strategies to inform and enhance professional practice. 

 

Note Taking: For Website reviews, articles or class/lecture 

o Use Cornell Note taking. Google:  Cornell Note Taking: Will provide information 
to assist in using the system. We will review first night of class. 

o Use the same format, take notes in the same way each time 
o Left hand side of notepaper, write questions that need to answer for the week’s 

assignment. 
o Review, explore websites, articles: write key concepts on the right hand side of 

your document you will use this information to formulate your written assignment. 
o Write in phrases, use your own words. 
o  Bring notes as well as written assignment for class discussions. 

 
Course Schedule:  

Week 1: June 7, 2017: 

1.  Mindfulness Moment, Welcome, Introductions, Icebreaker survey 
2. Orientation to course, review syllabus, assignments, Cornell Note Taking, explain 

explore, analysis and evaluation of websites, educator expectations and answer 
questions. 

3. Describe final paper expectations, format, preparation 
4. View the video: The Conquest of Poverty from USAID. 
5. Class discussion: What is Global Health?  

Assignment: Read the following articles prior to first class: 
 

• Article: “Let’s start with the basics: What is Global health?” Use 
Google search: Let’s start with the basics: What is Global Health? Click 
on: A Global Profession-John Hopkins Nursing Magazine, written by 
Debra Wood, RN, it is from summer 2010. 

•  Article: “Developing a Global Awareness”   (Use Google search: 
Developing a Global Awareness: the author is: Maureen Shawn Kennedy, 
AJN article December, 2012) 

 
Week 2: June 14th, 2017: 
Assignment: Explore, analyze and evaluate the following websites: 
 

Ø www.cdc.gov   Centers for Disease Control:  Go to tab.: More CDC topics: 
Click on Global Health and review this site regarding CDC & global health. 

Ø www.who.int  World Health Organization: Go to tab. Labeled:  Data: Click on, 
review the Global Health Observatory (GHO) data regarding the 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals. 

Ø www.usaid.gov  U.S. Agency for International Development 
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Ø www.npr.org    National Public Radio  Home page, click on topics, click on 
Health 

 
 
 
Written assignment: Write 2-4 paragraphs (at a minimum) or use bullet points to answer 
the following questions: 

v Describe 2 key concepts of global health. 
v Identify and describe 3 health threats that impact healthcare delivery and 

countries. 
v What is your definition of global health from these web sites? 
v Describe 3 global health strategies being used to improve health that you 

discovered from the websites explored. 
v Identify 3 sustainable development goals and the intended impact on health. 

Class: Mindfulness Moment to begin preparation for class. 

Class will include viewing videos from the websites, class discussion regarding what 
you learned from the websites and answering the above questions. Please bring a copy 
of your written assignment to use for class discussion. 

Week 3: June 21th, 2017: Explore, analyze and evaluate the following websites: 

Ø www.weforum.org  World Economic Forum  
Ø Use Google Search for: International Profiles of HealthCare Systems, 2015 

(this is a publication of The Commonwealth Fund); Click on View 
Interactive (it is an orange rectangle); Click on Country Profiles: Compare 
the U.S. to 2 other countries of your choice. 

Written Assignment: Write 2-4 paragraphs (at a minimum) or use bullet points to 
answer the following questions: 

v Identify and describe 2 global issues that are impacting global health, people and 
industry from your review of the World Economic Forum-from the Global Agenda 
on the website. 

v What key concepts did you learn from comparing and contrasting the U.S. 
Healthcare system and your chosen 2 countries healthcare systems? What 
challenged your thinking? What are 2 main differences in healthcare delivery 
between the U.S. and the 2 countries you chose? 

Class: Mindfulness moment to begin preparation for class. 
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Be prepared to compare, contrast, discuss and share what your learned from both 
websites regarding global health and different countries healthcare systems. We will 
use the Commonwealth Fund website to enhance our interactive class discussions. 
Please bring your copy of your written paragraphs and your notes to refer to during 
discussion. 

 

Week 4: June 28th, 2017: Explore, analyze and evaluate the following websites and 
articles: 

Ø Use Google search: Overview and Summary: Emerging Global Health 
Concerns: How Nurses Respond; OJIN article by Aaron G. Buseh, PhD, MPH, 
MSN, Jan. 2017 

Ø Use Google search: How UK trade policies could help heal global healthcare 
inequalities; Ruth Bergan & Natalie Sharples, November 22, 2016; in the 
Guardian newspaper. 

Ø www.un.org  United Nations:  Click on What We Do tab.; then click on Promote 
Sustainable Development; explore this portion of the United Nations website. 

Ø www.kidsnewtocanada.ca  Kids New to Canada; click on tab: Culture & 
Health, review site, specifically click on: How Culture Influences Health. 

Written Assignment: Write 2-4 paragraphs (at a minimum) or use bullet points to 
answer the following questions: 

v Identify 2 global health concerns facing nursing. 
v Describe the importance of policy, trade, political and social factors to global 

health. 
v Explain briefly the United Nations role regarding sustainable development and 

impact to health. 
v What 3 key concepts regarding culture did you learn? 

Class: Mindfulness moment to begin preparation for class. 

Think pair and share to discuss assigned questions, followed by class discussion, to 
share what learned from each other.  

Class discussion: How might you apply what you have learned from weeks 1-4? What 
specific strategic applications, ideas or interventions might you implement for self and/or 
practice? 
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Week 5: July 5rd, 2017: Explore, analyze and evaluate the following websites and 
articles: 

Ø www.healthsystemsglobal.org  Health Systems Global; review the site, click 
on the right lower side of Home page: Strategic plan 2016-2020: View the plan. 

Ø www.humanosphere.org  Humanosphere: Review the site with a focus on 
Global Health. 

Ø www.imva.org   International Medical Volunteers:  On left hand side of home 
page; click on aid organizations: read the article: The Major International Health 
Organizations. 

Ø www.globaleducation.edu.au  Global Education: Go to Hot topics: read the 
article: Our Changing World 

Written Assignment: Write 2-4 paragraphs (at a minimum) or use bullet points to 
answer the following questions: 

v Describe 2 key concepts about global health and the need for global health systems. 
v Identify 2 key strategies that global health systems use to promote health. 
v What are 2 health inequities that you discovered? 
v Describe 2 different types of major international health care organizations. 
v Describe the interdependence of global health systems. 

Class: Mindfulness moment to begin class preparation. 

 Class will include whole group discussion and a “snowball” activity to share key points and 
concepts with one another. 

As a group we will write a definition of global health and explore nursing’s role in promoting 
global health. 

Discuss reflection paper expectations and answer questions regarding the format. 

Week 6: July 12th, 2017: Explore, analyze and evaluate the following websites and 
articles: 

Ø www.efn.be European Federation of Nurses Associations; explore web site, 
watch the one minute video: ENS4Care 

Ø www.icn.ch   International Council of Nurses 
Ø  Read: Reflecting on nursing contributions to global health: Article 

provided. 
Ø Use Google Search: Global Health/Healthy People 2020 
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Written Assignment: Write 2-3 paragraphs or use bullet points to answer the 
following questions: 

v Describe 2 strategies being used by nursing organizations to impact global 
health. 

v Describe 2 key skills and/or abilities that nurses need to use in their role for 
global health. 

v Describe 2 goals of Global health/Healthy People 2020 website 

Class: Mindfulness moment to begin preparation for class. 

Think pair and share activity, followed by class discussion. Reflect and share ideas for 
practice learned from the article. 

Discuss question: What are the methods to impact global health: is it disease based 
strategies or the use of policy, partnerships, collaboration, and systems development? 

Week 7, July 19th, 2017: Reflection and application paper due. Write a minimum of 
4-5 pages (not including cover and reference documents). Please use basic APA 
format. Please use “I” statements, as this paper is your reflection of what you 
have learned. 

A reflection and application paper is informal. The paper is about you-a reflection of 
your critical thinking, analysis and evaluation of what you have learned throughout this 
course. You are expressing your thoughts and understanding of nursing in a global 
community. You are determining from what you learned, how you will apply to self and 
your practice.  

Use the following questions to guide your critical thinking and writing for your paper. 

1. What new knowledge have you gained? 
2. What are the key concepts of global health based on your critical thinking? 
3. What are key elements of healthcare systems of other countries that you 

evaluated? 
4. Describe global inequities and inequalities of health and healthcare delivery.  

Include your assessment in relation to your practice and work environment-are 
the issues the same or different? 

5. Describe your assessment of current health threats that impact health, 
healthcare delivery and professional practice. Are these current health threats 
present where you work and live? 

6. Describe the impact of culture and diversity at the global and local level that you 
have discerned from your analysis and evaluation. Has this changed how you 
practice? 
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7. What have you learned as you analyzed nursing in a global community? 
8. Identify and describe your role in the global health community. 
9. What are strategies you learned from this course to improve health and 

wellness? 
10. What application strategies or ideas might you implement for self, practice and 

workplace?  
11. What methods will you adopt to be a global citizen and remain globally aware? 


